150                                         PEEL                                     CHAP.
Manifesto with a recommendation to Parliament to
apply caution and circumspection " to the alteration
of laws which affect very extensive and complicated
interests, and are interwoven with ancient usages,
to which the habits and feelings of my people have
conformed."
In ordinary circumstances such a programme would
have found acceptance with Parliament and the country.
Peel hoped to detach the moderate and anti-Radical
Whigs from the side of the Opposition and gradually to
reconcile them to his own policy. What he said of
Stanley in a letter to Oroker written shortly after
Stanley had refused to join him might well he applied in
substance to many of his nominal opponents. " I should
have thought that in such a crisis as that in which we
are, almost unconsciously, living, a man might" have
made up his mind as to some definite course of action;
that he might have ranged himself on one side or the
other; that if he left his colleagues because they were
Destructives, to use his own word ... I should have
thought, having been one of the main causes of the
king's embarrassment, he might, on the highest and
most courageous principles, have assisted in the king's
defence. Mind what I now say to you. If he really
entertains the principles he professes, he shall not be
able to maintain them and oppose me." But it was not
sufficient to detach Stanley and his slender following
from the Whigs. Stanley, as a matter of fact, voted with
Peel in most of the critical divisions which preceded the
resignation of the latter, but notwithstanding his defec-
tion the Opposition retained a majority. The truth is,
that the Whigs, regardless of consequences, were deter-